
MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS 

57-02-08(8) ALL BUILDINGS BELONGING TO INSTITUTIONS OF PUBLIC CHARITY 

1. N.D.C.C. 57-02-08 (8) All buildings belonging to institutions of public charity, 

including public hospitals and nursing homes licensed pursuant to section 23-16-01 

under the control of religious or charitable institutions, used wholly or in part for 

public charity, together with the land actually occupied by such institutions not 

leased or otherwise used with a view to profit and this includes any dormitory, 

dwelling, or residential-type structure, together with necessary land on which such 

structure is located, owned by a religious or charitable organization recognized as 

tax exempt under section 501 (c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code 

which is occupied by members of said organization who are subject to a religious 

vow of poverty and devote and donate substantially all of their time to the religious 

or charitable activities of the owner. 

57-02-08(9) PROPERTY USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP 

1. All real property, not exceeding two (2) acres in extent, owned by any religious 

corporation or organization, upon which there is a building used for the religious 

services of the organization, or upon which there is a dwelling with usual 

outbuildings, intended and ordinarily used for the residence of the bishop, priest, 

rector, or other minister in charge of services, must be deemed to be property used 

exclusively for religious services, and exempt from taxation, whether the real 

property consists of one tract or more. The exemption for a building used for the 

religious services of the owner continues to be in effect if the building in whole, or in 

part, is rented to another otherwise tax-exempt corporation or organization 

provided no profit is realized from the rent. All real property owned by any religious 

corporation or organization and used as a parking lot by persons attending religious 

services is exempt from taxation. All taxes assessed or levied on any of the property, 

while the property is used for religious purposes, are void.  

57-02-08(11) PROPERTY OWNED BY LODGES, CLUBS ETC. 

1. Property owned by lodges, chapters, commanderies, consistories, farmers’ clubs, 

commercial clubs, and like organizations, and associations, grand or subordinate, not 

organized for profit, and used by them for places of meeting and conducting their 

business and ceremonies, and all property owned by any fraternity, sorority, or 

organization of college students if such property is used exclusively for such purposes; 

provided, further, that any portion of such premises not exclusively used for places of 

meeting and conducting the business and ceremonies of such organization shall be 

subject to taxation. 



2. Provided, further, that if any such organization as contemplated by this subsection is 

licensed for the sale of alcoholic beverages as defined by the statutes of the state of 

North Dakota, such portion of such premises where such alcoholic beverages are 

consumed or sold shall be deemed not to be so used exclusively for conduct of its 

business and meeting if such beverages are sold at a profit. 

3. Provided, further, that if food other than that served at lodge functions and banquets 

and food sold or consumed in any fraternity or sorority house, is sold at a profit on the 

premises, that portion where such food is sold at a profit shall be deemed not to be 

used exclusively for places of meeting or conducting the business and ceremonies of 

such organization; provided, that all property described in this subsection shall be 

subject to taxation for the cost of fire protection services furnished by any municipal 

corporation in which said property is located. 

57-02-08(15) FARM STRUCTURES 

1. Farm buildings and improvements located on agricultural lands are exempt from 

taxation provided they are used as part of a farm plant 

a. The land must be used for raising agricultural crops or grazing farm animals and 

used as part of a farm plant. A farm plant is the entire farm enterprise operated 

as an economic unit. If the unit contains less than 10 acres of land, the taxing 

authority, in determining whether the unit is a farm, must consider such things 

as the present use, the adaptability of use, and how similar type properties in 

the immediate area are classified for tax purposes. 

2. Buildings and other improvements located on agricultural land in unplatted areas within 

the boundaries of an incorporated city are exempt, provided the buildings are used for 

agricultural purposes and are part of a farm plant. 

3. A residence or other building located on platted land within the boundaries of an 

incorporated city or upon railroad operating property is not exempt as a farm building. 

An outlot (a lot included within the boundaries of an original or subdivision plat) is 

platted land. 

4. Any building located on a farm and occupied or used by someone not engaged in 

farming is not exempt.  

5. A vacant farm residence or building located on agricultural land is exempt, provided it 

was exempt as part of a farm plant or as a farm residence when it was last used. A 

vacant farm residence or building which was taxable because of non-qualifying use 

should remain taxable until its active use has changed. 

6. Buildings located on agricultural land used by a farmer to provide housing for that 

former’s workers are exempt, provided they are used as part of a farm plant. 

7. Buildings and other improvements primarily used to feed chickens, turkeys, or other 

poultry, cattle, pigs or other livestock are exempt if the enterprise is located on 

agricultural land. 



a. “Livestock” includes “nontraditional livestock”, that is, any wildlife held in a cage, 

fence, enclosure, or other manmade means of confinement that limits the 

movement within definite boundaries, or an animal that is physically altered to 

limit movement and facilitate capture. 

8. Beekeeping is an agricultural practice. It includes extraction and storing of honey in 

containers. Buildings and improvements used in connection with a beekeeping 

operation are exempt. 

a. Processing honey is a commercial operation. Buildings and improvements used 

in connection with commercial honey operations are not exempt. Processing 

honey is any procedure, including filtering or clarifying, which changes the 

natural state of honey. 

9. “Farm buildings and improvements” includes a greenhouse or other building used 

primarily for the growing of horticultural or nursery products from seed, cuttings, or 

roots, if not used on more than an occasional basis for a showroom for the retail sale of 

horticultural or nursery products. A greenhouse or building used primarily for display of 

grown horticultural or nursery products is not a farm building or improvement. 

10. The exemption is not limited to a single set of farm buildings. If a farmer has more than 

one set of farm buildings, all are exempt if the buildings are used as part of the farm 

plant. 

 

55-02-08(20) BUILDINGS OWNED AND OCCUPIED AS A HOMESTEAD BY ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING: 

1. A paraplegic disabled veteran of the United States armed forces or any veteran who has 

been awarded specially adapted housing by the department of veterans’ affairs, or the 

unremarried surviving spouse if such veteran is deceased, for the first one hundred 

twenty thousand dollars of true and full valuation of the fixtures, buildings, and 

improvements. 

2. Any permanently and totally disabled person who is permanently confined to use of a 

wheelchair, or, if deceased, the unremarried surviving spouse of a permanently and 

totally disabled person. If the spouse of a permanently and totally disabled person owns 

the homestead or if it is jointly owned by them, the same reduction in assessed 

valuation applies as long as both reside thereon. The provisions of this subdivision do 

not reduce the liability for special assessments levied upon the homestead. The phrase 

“permanently confined to use of a wheelchair” means that the person cannot walk with 

the assistance of crutches or any other device and will never be able to do so and that a 

physician selected by the local governing board has so certified.  

3. Any person claiming an exemption under this subsection for the first time shall file with 

the county auditor an affidavit showing the facts herein required and a description of 

the property. The affidavit must be open for public inspection. A person thereafter shall 



furnish to the assessor or other assessment officials when requested to do so any 

information that is believed will support the claim for exemption for a subsequent year. 

4. For the purposes of this subsection, and except as otherwise provided in this subsection, 

“homestead” has the meaning provided in section 47-18-01 except that it also applies to 

any person who otherwise qualifies under the provisions of this subsection whether or 

not the person is the head of a family. The board of county commissioners is hereby 

authorized to cancel the unpaid taxes for any year in which the qualifying owner has 

held title to the exempt property. 

57-02-08 (22) BUILDINGS OWNED BY A BLIND PERSON 

1. All or any part of fixtures, buildings, and improvements upon any nonfarmland up to a 

taxable valuation of seven thousand two hundred dollars, owned and occupied as a 

home by a blind person. Residential homes owned by the spouse of a blind person, or 

jointly owned by a blind person and spouse, shall also be exempt within the limits of this 

subsection as long as the blind person resides in the home. For purposes of this 

subsection, a blind person is defined as one who is totally blind, has visual acuity of not 

more than 20/200 in the better eye with correction, or whose vision is limited in field so 

that the widest diameter subtends an angle no greater than twenty degrees. The 

exemption provided by this subsection extends to the entire building classified as 

residential, and owned and occupied as a residence by a person who qualifies for the 

exemption as long as the building contains no more than two(2) apartments or rental 

units which are leased. 

57-02-08 (26) BUILDINGS OWNED BY A PARAPLEGIC DISABLED PERSON 

1. Fixtures, buildings, and improvements when owned and occupied as a homestead, as 

hereinafter defined, by a paraplegic disabled person, or if the person is deceased the 

unremarried spouse, if the income from all sources of the person and spouse, or if the 

person is deceased the income from all sources of the unremarried surviving spouse ,in 

the calendar year prior to the year for which the exemption is claimed did not exceed 

the maximum amount of income provided in section 57-02-08.1 for receiving a 

homestead credit under that section. To obtain the exemption for the first time, a 

certificate from a medical doctor who is approved by the board of county 

commissioners, accompanied by an affidavit, showing the facts herein required and a 

description of the property, must be filed with the county auditor. The affidavit and 

accompanying certificate must be opened to public inspection. Any person claiming the 

exemption for any year after the first year shall furnish to the assessor or other 

assessment officials when requested to do so any information which the person believes 

will support the claim for the exemption for any subsequent year. For purposes of this 

subsection, “homestead” has the meaning provided in section 47-18-01 except that is 

also applies to any person who otherwise qualifies under the provisions of this 

subsection whether or not the person is the head of a family. The board of county 



commissioners is hereby authorized to cancel the unpaid taxes for any year in which the 

person has held title to the exempt property. 

57-02-08 (31) GROUP HOMES OWNED BY NONPROFIT CORPORATIONS 

1. All group homes owned by nonprofit corporations, not organized with a view to profit 

and recognized as tax exempt under section 501 (c)(3) of the United States Internal 

Revenue Code [26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3)], including those for persons with developmental 

disabilities as defined in section 25-01.2-01, and the real property upon which they are 

located during the period in which the group homes are under construction or in a 

remodeling phase and while they are used as group homes. For the purposes of this 

subsection, the term “group home” means a community-based residential home which 

provides room and board, personal care, habilitation services, or supervision in a family 

environment, and which, once established is licensed by the appropriate North Dakota 

licensing authority. 

57-55-10 MOBILE HOME EXEMPTIONS 

1. A mobile home described in this subsection to the exten herein limited is exempt from 

taxation under this chapter; provided, that the mobile home shall have a tax permit as 

provided in section 57-55-06: 

a. If it is owned and used as living quarters of a military person on active military 

duty in this state who is a resident of another state. 

b. If it is owned and occupied by a welfare recipient, provided the mobile home is 

not permanently attached to the land and classified as real property. For the 

purposes of this subdivision, “welfare recipient” means any person who is 

certified to the county director of tax equalization by the county social service 

board as receiving the major portion of income from any state or federal public 

assistance program. 

c. If it is owned and used as living quarters by a disabled veteran or unremarried 

surviving spouse who meets the requirements of subsection 20 or section 57-02-

08 or section 57-02-08.8. 

d. If it is owned and used as living quarters by a permanently and totally disabled 

person or unremarried surviving spouse who meets the requirements of 

subsection 20 of section 57-02-08. 

e. If it is owned and used as living quarters for a blind person who meets the 

requirements of subsection 22 of section 57-02-08. 

f. If it is owned and used by a person who uses it as living quarters and who 

qualifies for the homestead credit provided in section 57-02-08.1 and the mobile 

home shall be regarded for the purposes of this exemption as the homestead of 

the person claiming the exemption. 

2. This chapter does not apply to a mobile home that: 



a. Is used only for the temporary living quarters of the owner or other occupant 

while the person is engaged in recreational or vacation activities, provided the 

unit: 

i. Displays a current travel trailer license; or 

ii. Is a park model trailer that is used only for seasonal or recreational living 

quarters and not as a primary residence, and which is located in a trailer 

park or campground, and for which the owner has paid a park model 

trailer fee under section 39-18-03.2. For the purposes of this paragraph, 

“park model” trailer means a recreational vehicle not exceeding for feet 

in length which is primarily designed to provide temporary living quarters 

for recreation, camping, or seasonal use, is built on a single chassis, is 

mounted on wheels, has a gross trailer are not exceed 400 square feet of 

enclosed living space in the setup mode, and is certified by the 

manufacturer as complying with American national standards institute 

standard A119.5. 

b. Qualifies as a farm residence as described in subsection 15 or section 57-02-08, 

provided such mobile home is permanently attached to a foundation. 

c. Is permanently attached to a foundation and is assessed as real property, 

provided the owner of such mobile home also owns the land on which such 

mobile home is located or is in possession of the real property under the terms 

of a lease in recordable form which has a term that continues for at least twenty 

years after the date of execution with the consent of the lessor of the real 

property.  

d. Is owned by a licensed mobile home dealer who holds such mobile home solely 

for the purpose of resale, and provided that such mobile home is not used as 

living quarters or as the place for the conducting of any business. 

 


