


Regular Meeting			January 16, 2024	               8:00 AM


Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede Bryon Brynjulson and Devin Long.

Kale Van Bruggen-Rinke-Noonan, Dan Gaustad, Pearson, Christensen, PLLP and Thomas Demke were in attendance via video conferencing.

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

Visitors: Joey Allmaras 

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 am.  

Open mic – no comments. 

Richard, Alex Lies joined the meeting. 

Minutes of the December 20, 2023 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Richard, Eric and Alex Lies joined the meeting. 

Hurdsfield Project
· This project is in winter settings.  
· Schimelfenig Construction has finished the channel.

Highway 52 Drain #1 Crossing
· Coleman Construction has completed the culvert installation under Highway 52.  The board complimented Coleman Construction on the job they did. 

Crossing between Hamburg and Oshkosh Township
· The WRD received a letter from the Hamburg Township officers that they have no issue with a request for a crossing between the SW4 of 32-149-69 and the NW4 of 1-148-70.
· The WRD is waiting on a letter from Oshkosh Township.
· The WRD is requesting letters from landowners in the SW4 of 32-149-69 and the NW4 of 1-148-70.

Richard Lies Easement
· Kale updated the easement and is waiting on a signature from Richard Lies.

Eric Lies joined the meeting


Richard Lies vs Kurt Bollingberg Complaint
· Dan Gaustad reviewed with the board and Lies’ that the complaint will need to be investigated within 120 days and the completion date is February 20, 2024.
· Dan Gaustad recommended a 90 day extension and will send a letter to Lies and Kurt Bollingberg notifying them of the 90 day extension. 
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to hire Apex Engineering to survey the area. 
· Lies’ agreed to allowing Apex Engineering to take the time they need because they understand that some of the culverts may be under the snow.  
· Thomas Demke stated that he will visit with the Apex Engineering survey crew about surveying this area as soon as possible. 

SB2372
· Kale reported that there has not been any additional information regarding this.  He will continue to monitor this bill and report any updates to the board. 


Culvert in Sections 1 and 2-148-71-(Beau Weigelt)
· Larry reported that he was called from a landowner requesting culvert between Sections 1 and 2-148-71.  The board determined this was a township issue.  
· St Anna Township approved this culvert and it has been installed.  

Joey Allmaras
· Joey Allmaras met with the board that he will be purchasing a drone and a UTV to spray weeds.   Discussion was held regarding the benefits of each for spraying the legal drains.  Joey will continue to update the board on the progress of putting the spraying units together. 

Beaver Dam-Sheyenne River
· The beaver dam by the Harvey Country Club is in front of a culvert in the Sheyenne River.  The board tabled this issue until February. 


Reorganize the WRD Board for 2024
· Bryon nominated Larry for Chairman, seconded by Devin.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· Devin nominated Tom for Vice Chairman, seconded by Bryon.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to appoint Tammy Roehrich as Secretary/Treasurer for the WCWRD. 

Conflict of Interest-Rinke-Noonan-Ellingsons
· The board reviewed the Conflict of Interest from Rinke-Noonan regarding Tile permit 2023-0006.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to sign the Conflict of Interest.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Tile Permit 2023-0006
· The board reviewed the 2023-0006 Tile Permit. Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the tile permit.  All voting aye, motion carried.

WRD Office Computer
· Tammy reported that the WRD computer needs to be replaced because it no longer supports Windows 11 and is on the counties list to be replaced.   Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to replace the computer.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Tammy reported that the WRD Quicken program also needs to be updated.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to update the Quicken program.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

2024 Employee Salaries
· The board reviewed the WRD employees’ salaries.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to increase the secretary/treasurer s to $2000 per month.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· The current gateman salary will stay the same.  Larry reported that the board will need to hire a new gateman as the current gateman no longer has the time to operate the gates. 

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk156460265]The board reviewed the bill from Michael Flick.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Mike Coleman Construction. Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Schimelfenig Construction.   Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried

The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:

#6806 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp				$508.96
#6807 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp				  347.35
#6808 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp			   208.51
#6809 Devin Long-per diem, mlge & exp				   179.03
#6810 Tammy Roehrich-Salary					 1847.00
#6811 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					 2085.50
#6812 Wells County Treasurer-Ottertail Share			     32.76
#6813 Houchin Tax Service- Tax Prep				    100.00

Drain Fund
#916 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees					$1145.50
#917 Mike Flick-Culvert Install Share				    450.00
#918 Mike Coleman Construction-Drain #1				  9031.56	
#919 Schimelfenig Construction- Hurdsfield Project			  5920.00
#920 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power			      83.00
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Approved:					Attest: 





