


Regular Meeting			November 14, 2023	               8:00 AM


Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, and Devin Long 

Kale Van Bruggen-Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering were in attendance via video conferencing.

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 am.  

Open mic – no comments. 

Minutes of the October 17, 2023 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Minutes of the October 26, 2023 meeting were reviewed. Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Larry Fandrich joined the meeting. 

Pro Ag Solutions
· Corey Palm met with the board regarding the spraying of drains.  The board requested that he spray the drains in late July or early August.   
· The board asked if the spray pattern can be narrowed.  Corey explained how this process would work and that there would be an extra cost. 
· The board requested that Pro Ag Solutions draw up a contract between Pro Ag Solutions and the WRD to spray the drains no later than the end of August. 


Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas reported that that monitoring equipment has been removed. 
· Schimelfenig Construction will be finishing the final channel soon.

Highway 52 Drain #1 Crossing
· Coleman Construction is estimating to start November 20th. 


Richard Lies Easement
· Kale updated the easement and is waiting on a signature from Richard Lies

SB2372
· Kale reported that there has not been any additional information regarding this.  He will continue to monitor this bill and report any updates to the board. 

Larry Fandrich Fence
· Larry Fandrich has removed the fence going across the James River in the NE4 of 15-148-72 (south of Old Highway 52)
· Fandrich questioned if he can restrict water (James River) on his property.  Kale explained that he cannot obstruct a water course.  Fandrich asked if every fence has to be approved by the WRD.  The board stated that he does not need approval for fencing if it does not obstruct water such as a wire fence.  Fandrich asked if he can put up panels if he inspects them to make sure debris is not obstructing the water course.   The board stated that as long as the panels do not obstruct the water course he can use panels. 


Conflict of Interest
· The board reviewed the Conflict of Interest from Rinke-Noonan regarding tile permit 2023-005. Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to waive the Conflict of Interest.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Tile Permit
· The board reviewed tile permit application 2023-005.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the application and sign the permit, pending application fee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Fessenden Drain Culvert
· Boone Maxwell requested removing the culverts in the N side of Sec 1-148-70 and replace it with a Texas Crossing.  This crossing is between Hamburg and Oshkosh Township.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve this crossing pending a letter from both townships.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Culvert in Sections 1 and 2-148-71
· Larry reported that he was called from a landowner requesting culverts between Sections 1 and 2-148-71.  The board determined this was a township issue.  

2024 Meeting Schedule
· The board reviewed the 2024 Meeting.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the 2024 Meeting Schedule.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

2024 NDWRDS Goals and Resolutions
· The board discussed having Kale send a letter of support when requested to NDWRD supporting a bill to add tiled land that drains into a legal-assessed drain be added to the tax assessments administratively.  This would eliminate the process of when adding land, to go through the reassessment of the entire drain.  

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering, Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rosefield Township in Eddy County for 60% of the culvert placed between Section 29/30-148-67 in the Oak Creek Drain. Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Larry showed pictures of the installed culvert and the poor job done by Rue Construction.  The board agreed that if this culvert washes out, the expense will be Eddy County’s alone. 

The board reviewed the bill from NDWRDA for dues.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:

#6786 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp				$709.33
#6787 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp				  346.81
#6788 Devin Long-per diem, mlge & exp				  357.29
#6789 Tammy Roehrich-salary					1385.25
#6790 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services			2180.00
#6791 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees					3691.00
#6792 NDWRDA-Dues					              675.00
#6793 NDTC-phone/prepay						  250.00
#6794 Wells Co-Ottertail share					    29.31

Drain Fund
#908 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services			  805.00
#909 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					3747.00
#910 Rosefield Township-culvert cost share			         12,997.50
#911 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power



With no further business, meeting adjourned.
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