Regular Meeting			April 13, 2021					8:00 am


Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Devin Long and Bryon Brynjulson.  

Wells County Commissioners in attendance: Dennis Dockter, Stan Buxa, Leon Klocke, Brian Lautt, and Boone Maxwell. 

Kale Van Bruggen -Rinke-Noonan, was in attendance.  Thomas Demke- Apex Engineering was also in attendance via video conference.

Visitors: Dave Flick Mike Flick, Neil Thormasgaard Jr., Mark Schmitz, Dale Schmitz, Larry Fandrich, Rodney Opdahl, Tyler Weigelt,  Tom Nudd, Henry Heintz, Don and Kathy Muscha, and Anne Ehni-Herald Press.

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 am.  

Larry asked for any additions or corrections to the agenda.  Corey and Kurt Hart were added to the agenda.

Minutes of the March 10, 2021 Regular meeting were reviewed. .Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Minutes of the April 6, 2021 Special Meeting were reviewed. Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Hurdsfield Project
· Peter Wax, ND Water Quality joined the meeting via video conference.  Peter reviewed his letter dated April 8, 2021, which is on file in the water board office. 
· Larry opened the floor to those in attendance to ask questions.  Many were questioning the sulfate levels and why the pumps were turned on.  Larry explained that Peter Wax requested that the pumps be turned on so he could take water samples.  The water samples came back with high levels of sulfates, so the pumps were turned off.  Larry also reported that the board contracted with USGS to do the monitoring and report those numbers to the board.  USGS did not provide the data to the board in a timely manner.   Larry also reported to the board that the pumps are off and won’t be turned on until we receive any significant moisture and the sulfate levels dictate if they can be turned on
· Harts reported to the board that BEK caused damages beyond the construction easement to put in the pipe and would like to be compensated. Harts will provide measurements to Apex Engineering, who will then work with BEK Consulting.  
· Special Assessment Protest Letter: Kale explained the process of a landowner paying their special assessments under protest.  Currently there is only one landowner who paid their special assessment under protest.  They have not filed an abatement, so the county auditor will release those funds in July. 

Culvert Replacement Plan
· Discussion was held on replacing the 3-36” culverts in Sec 35 in St Anna.  The board is going to visit with the landowner and discuss if he still uses the approach.  The board will also research if the culverts were part of the legal drain design.  The board will notify the Commissioners of the findings.  

Resignation: Larry reported to the board that Philip Hoff has resigned from the WCWRD.  The Wells County Commissioners will need to appoint a new board member. 

Re-organize the Board:  Philip Hoff has resigned his position.  Philip was the current Vice Chair.  Larry called for nominations for Vice Chair.  Brian nominated Tom for Vice Chair. Devon made the motion, seconded by Bryon to call for a unanimous ballot for Tom to be Vice Chair.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Harvey Dam
· Discussion was held regarding the Conditional Water Permit.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Thomas to hire Apex Engineering to apply for the permit.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
· Discussion was held regarding applying for cost share from the SWC.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to have Apex Engineering apply for SWC cost share for the Harvey Dam Study.  All voting aye, motion carried
· Discussion was held on the April 15, 2021 deadline to submit a request for a hearing with the SWC.  After discussion and input from the Commissioners it was decided to not request an appeal hearing on the SWC’s ruling.

Kale reported to the board a Conflict of Interest in reviewing the tile permits submitted to him.  Ellingsons, Bollingbergs and Lies waived the Conflict of Interest.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to waive the districts Conflict of Interest.  All voting aye, motion carried. 


Kurt Bollingberg Tile Permit
· The board reviewed a tile permit from Kurt Bollingberg to tile the SE4 of 12-148-69, NE4 of 12-148-69 and the NW4 of 7-148-68.  The outlet location would be the NW4 of 7-148-68.  Devon made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the Bollingberg permit contingent on submitting fees, appropriate deeds, a permanent easement or letter indicating permission to connect the 2015 Sellie permitted system and construct an outlet across the NW 4 of 7-148-68. from Mark/Chris Sellie  and to follow conditions included with the permit.  The board will also include the condition of  turning the pump off when there is flooding in the area.    All voting aye, motion carried.


Richard Lies Tile Permit
· The board reviewed a tile permit from Richard Lies to tile the NW4 of 17-148-68.  The outlet location would be the NW4 of 17-148-68.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the Lies permit contingent on submitting fees, and to follow conditions included with the permit.  The board will also include the condition of turning the pump off when there is flooding in the area.    All voting aye, motion carried.


Bud Erfle Clean out:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The board received a request from Bud Erfle to clean out the Drain #1 ditch east of Fessenden on Hwy 52.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to have this area cleaned out.  All voting aye, motion carried. 







The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:

#6485 Philip Hoff-per diem, mlge & exp				$444.58
#6486 Tammy Roehrich- Salary/Jt Brd Exp				1335.55
#6487 Wells County Treasurer- Ottertail share			    35.82
#6488 Herald Press- Ad						    28.40
#6489 Apex Engineering- Engineering services			2395.00
#6490 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees					5963.50
#6491 Bryon Brynjulson- per diem, mlge & exp			  468.10
#6492 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp				  700.64
#6493 Devin Long-per diem, mlge & exp				  278.47
#6494 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp				  134.75
#6495 Postmaster- stamps						  110.00
#6496 Wells County- 5 Plat Books					  290.00


Drain Fund
#785 Northern Plains Electric					  	 543.57
#786 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services		           2598.50
#787 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees				           5235.50
#788 1st International Bank-Hurdsfield Loan Pymt		        35,000.00


With no further business, meeting adjourned.

Approved:							Attest:







