


Regular Meeting		July13, 2021			7:00 am


Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Devin Long, Bryon Brynjulson and Chad Reimche.  

Kale VanBruggen-Rinke-Noonan, was in attendance via video conference.  Thomas Demke and Jennifer Malloy- Apex Engineering were also in attendance.

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:00 am.  

Minutes of the June 8, 2021 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Mike Flick joined the meeting.

Hurdsfield Project
· Water Quality/DEQ Update: the board met with DEQ on July 6, 2021.  DEQ stressed the district follow the Hurdsfield Project Operations Plan. DEQ discussed adding an additional monitoring site along the Chaseley road. Thomas presented information on different types of devices. One of the devices would monitor through a modem at a cost of approximately $2000 a year per location.   Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve a modem monitoring system to be located at the Class 3 location and at the current USGS location contingent on approval from the DEQ.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· USGS Contract: The board reviewed the contract for $12,000 from USGS for monitoring the Hurdsfield Project.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to not renew this contract contingent on the DEQ ruling for the new monitoring system.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Dakota Central was contacted about lowering their cable.  The cable is currently below the silt line.  They will bury it if the district will pay to have it buried lower.  The board will not bury the cable. 
· The board reviewed the letter from Kevin Baumbach regarding the NE corner of the SE quarter of 3-146-72 stating that the last 2 years 40-45 acres could not be planted due to water being pumped onto this land by the Hurdsfield Project.  Kale showed historical aerial photographs of the area in question from the last 10 years to show that this area has historically not been planted and the natural watercourse has prevented access to the northwest cornter of the property in years prior to the construction of the Hurdsfield Project.  The board directed Kale to write a response letter to Kevin Baumbach stating the districts findings and noting that evidence of the allegations in the letter regarding damages would be required  before the board would take any further action. 
· Mike Flick asked if the rocks, cement, silt can be removed from the channel.  The board reported to Mike that the spoil piles will be leveled but the rocks, cement and silt are not a result of the Hurdsfield Project, so the district will not remove those. 

Harvey Dam
· The east flashboards have been removed.  The North/South boards have not been removed by the district gateman.  He will contact Apex Engineering when he will be removing the North/South boards so they can contact Karen Goeff , ND SWC- Dam Safety.
· The district received the letter from the SWC stating they received the districts application for a conditional water permit to replace the boards in the Harvey Dam.  The district now has to provide notice to landowners within one mile of the project.  Tammy will be sending those notices out the will gather that information and sending out the notices the week of July 19, 2021. 
· A cost share request was sent to the SWC for this project.  We hope to be notified soon if the cost share was approved. 

Highway 52 Crossing on Drain #1
· This project can not be completed with the addition of passing lanes on Highway 52 that will begin in 2022.
· The district can apply for cost share to pay for the culvert and to bore it under Highway 52.  Apex Engineering will apply for cost share.


Drain #1 Clean Out
· Culvert WC12 in Drain #1 needs to be cleaned out.  Larry will check into this.

Cook Clean Out
· The ND Fish & Wildlife, along with area landowners would like Section 4-146-69 cleaned out.  The district has an easement in this section due to a control structure.  The local landowners have agreed to pay for this clean out.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to have Kale draw up a contract for landowners to sign that they are paying for the project. 

Subsurface Water Management Policy
· Discussion was held regarding Standard Conditions for approving Tile Permits.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to have Apex Engineering to bring Standard Condition recommendations back to the board since they will be approving Tile Permits.   All voting aye, motion carried.

Engineering Services Selection
· The board interviewed and scored Apex Engineering Group. 
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the scores on the rating form for Apex Engineering and authorize Larry to sign it for the selection record.   All voting aye, motion carried. 

NRCS 319 Projects
· Anne Ehni, NRCS, met with the board to report that they received a $65,000 grant to hire a District Technician/Watershed Project Coordinator.  This coordinator will be working on a 2 year information and education program with area producers.  The District previously approved $10,000 in support of the 319 Project.

Budget
· The board reviewed the 2022 Budget that will be presented to the Commissioners.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the budget.  All voting aye, motion carried

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering. Tom made the motion, seconded by 
Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan. Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from The Herald Press. Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from United States Geological Survey. Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.


The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:

# 6515 Wells County Treasurer- Ottertail share			$41.80
#6516 NDTC –Phone/prepay						250.00
#6517 Herald Press-Ad						  96.06
#6518 Larry Skiftun- per diem, mlge & exp				466.59
#6519 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp				343.39
#6520 Bryon Brynjulson- per diem, mlge & exp			549.24
#6521 Devin Long- per diem, mlge & exp				508.36
#6522 Chad Reimche- per diem, mlge & exp				362.43
#6523 Tammy Roehrich-Salary & supplies			          1210.95
#6524 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services		          5522.00
#6525 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees				          2729.00
#6526 Postmaster-Harvey Dam Postage				211.65
[bookmark: _GoBack]#6527 Postmaster- Harvey Dam Postage				  40.85

Drain Fund
#796 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services		       10,821.00
#797 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees				          2792.50
#798 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power			137.00
#799 US Geological Survey- Hurdsfield Monitoring		       12,000.00



With no further business, meeting adjourned.



Approved:					Attest:





