


Regular Meeting			July 11, 2023	               7:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Bryjulson, Devin Long and Chad Reimche.

Kale Van Bruggen-Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke-Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conferencing.

Gary Heintz was also in attendance via video conferencing.

Eric Lies joined the meeting at 7:10 AM

Richard and Alex Lies joined the meeting at 7:35 AM

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:00 am.  

Open mic – no comments. 

Minutes of the June 13, 2023 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas reported that one of the monitoring stations was not working properly.  Thomas ordered a new cable and will install it once it arrives.  
· Thomas reported that 60 million gallons of water have been pumped so far this year.

Harvey Dam
· Larry, Tom and Chad attended the meeting hosted by the Soil Conservation District regarding the Harvey Dam.  Representatives from the City of Harvey, Harvey JDA, Harvey Wildlife Club, Wells County Commission, Sheridan County SCD, ND Game & Fish, ND DEQ, ND DWR, Apex Engineering were in attendance. Senator Jerry Klein and Senator Robin Weisz also attended the meeting. 
· The SCD will apply for 406 funding to study the water quality going into and out of the Sheyenne River at the Harvey Reservoir.

Highway 52 Drain #1 Crossing
· Thomas has sent the hydrology report to the NDDOT.  
· Larry reported that the culvert is at the county shop.
· Coleman Construction has sent drawing to Thomas and they will begin the project in late August or early September.

SB2372
· Kale reviewed SB2372 that wants WRD’s to join watershed joint district boards.  There are three watershed districts that the WCWRD falls into: Red River, James River and Sheyenne River.  Jack Dwyer will be presenting at the summer conference regarding compliance for SB2372. 

Culvert- 13-148-69 in Oak Creek Drain
· Richard, Eric and Alex Lies met with the board regarding the letter from the WRD to Richard Lies describing the 21 inch culvert in the Oak Creek Drain near the center of Section 13 as an obstruction to the drain and offering to replace the 21 inch culvert with a 24 inch culvert crossing if Richard delivered a 24 inch culvert to the site. 
· Richard Lies stated that the minimum maintenance road along the half-section line between the N and S half of Section 13 is a public roadway and noted concerns about liability if someone passing along the road drove into the assessment drain. Richard stated that the 21 inch culvert crossing was approved by Norman Rudel when he was Chairman of the WRD Board in the late 70s/early 80s in order to secure land access. Lies asked whether an engineering hydrology study had been completed to determine that the 21 inch culvert is obstructing flow in the assessment drain. Lies stated that a hydrology study should be completed at the cost of the assessment district before determining the 21 inch culvert is obstructing flow in the assessment drain. 
· Attorney Van Bruggen asked whether there were any records showing that the minimum maintenance road along the half section line of Section 13 was a public roadway. Van Bruggen also asked whether any records had been discovered showing that the 21 inch culvert was part of the original drain design or construction, or that the 21 inch culvert was authorized by the WRD. No records have been located in support of finding that the road is a public roadway or that the culvert was part of the original drain design or construction, or authorized by the WRD. Richard Lies noted that the 21 inch culvert crossing appears in historical aerial photographs. Engineer Thomas Demke noted that if the half section line minimum maintenance road is a public roadway, the crossing would be subject to the stream crossing standards.
· After much discussion, Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to hire Apex Engineering to conduct a hydrology study of the area to determine the culvert size required to meet the stream crossing standards for public roadways and to determine whether the 21 inch culvert is obstructing the Oak Creek Assessment Drain.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to table the WRD Board’s previous motion setting a timeline of having the 24 inch culvert on site by July 15, 2023.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Discussion was held regarding the culvert levels in Sections 26, 27 and 28 and the washout in this area.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to hire Apex Engineering to check the culvert levels and options to fix the washout.  All voting aye, motion carried. 


Fairville Township 
· Alex Lies stated that WRD changed culverts in the Oak Creek Drain a few years ago and he feels the WRD is obligated to notify the township when this happens.  The WRD is obligated to maintain the drains and do not need to notify the townships when they are maintaining the drains. 
· Alex reported that there are 5 culverts in Section 29/30.  He feels the WRD has control over 3 of the culverts and the other 2 culverts are equalizer culverts that the WRD has no control over.  Fairville Township has chained the 2 equalizer culverts. 


Eddy County Culvert-Oak Creek
· Larry reported that the Eddy County WRD contacted him regarding a culvert between Section 29/30-148-67 in Oak Creek Drain that needs replacing. Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad for Wells County WRD to manage the installation of the culvert by Rue Construction.  All voting aye, motion carried.  60% of the cost will be paid by Oak Creek Drain and 40% by Eddy County. 

Resolution
· The board reviewed a resolution where the chairman and a board member from the respective drain area can make decisions on a drain issue up to a certain dollar amount and not have to call a special meeting for emergency issues.  After discussion, Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to table the resolution.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
2024 Budget
· The board reviewed the 2024 budget.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the 2024 budget that will be sent to the Wells County Commissioners.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Drain Specials
· The board reviewed the drain accounts for 2024.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to assess $2.00 an acre maintenance special on Drain #1.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to assess $1.00 an acre and $20 per parcel maintenance special on the Fessenden Drain.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to assess $.50 an acre maintenance special on Heimdal.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to assess $1.00 an acre maintenance special on Oak Creek.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Spraying Drains
· Discussion was held regarding spraying of the drains.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to hire Pro Ag Solutions to spray the drains.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chad made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay Minnesota Valley Lab Testing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 


The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:

#6746 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp				$369.74
#6747 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp				  355.98
#6748 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp			  207.46
#6749 Devin Long- per diem, mlge & exp				  178.64
#6750 Chad Reimche-per diem, mlge & exp				  341.57
#6751 Tammy Roehrich-Salary & mlge				1411.45
#6752 Sykeston Park Board- 2023 Commitment 			2500.00
#6753 Wells County-Ottertail Share					    40.55

Drain Fund
#893 Minnesota Valley Testing Lab- Hurdsfield			1036.20
#894 Northern Plains Electric- Hurdsfield Power			  152.00






With no further business, meeting adjourned.





Approved:						Attest: 
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