


Regular Meeting			February 11, 2025	              	 8:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long 

Kale Van Bruggen Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Ivy Brye and Cheryl Ryan were in attendance.

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 AM.  

Open mic – No comments. 

Minutes of the January 14, 2024 meeting were reviewed. Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Hurdsfield Project
· No updates at this time

55th Ave Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
· Kale reported that the appellees brief has been filed and served on opposing counsel.  
· It was filed with the court on January 27th and Judge Hovey will offer a decision in 60-90 days. 

Darvin Haux v Jeff Mertz Complaint
· The board reviewed complaint from Darvin Haux for the E2 of 33 and the W2 of 33-147-72.  Darvin states that a landowner has 3 culverts that are draining onto him causing damage.  
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to have Darvin sign a letter giving the WRD the time extension.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Tabled until the May meeting. 

Gary Heintz v ? Complaint
· The board reviewed the complaint from Gary Heintz claiming someone has lowered a natural undisturbed drain in the NW4 of 34-146-72 that will add water to Hurdsfield Lake.  
· Brian made the motion, seconded by Chad to table this issue until March (weather dependent) to inspect the area.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Tabled until the March meeting. 

SB 2372 and Upcoming Legislation
· Kale reported on the proposed amendments and resolutions regarding water policies.
· Kale reported on legislation that would require WRD to join Watershed Districts. The WRD is not in favor of this.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom for Kale to continue to review this legislation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 


· Wells County Commission/WRD Culvert Policy
· Wells County updated the county culvert policy.
· The Commissioners have signed the Wells County WRD Culvert policy for 2025.  

Dennis Loewen v Michael Rexin Complaint
· Dennis Loewen and Jerry Loewen met with the board regarding drainage onto their land in S2-3-144-69 (Stutsman Co) from Sections 34/35-145-69 (Johnson Twp-Wells Co) and causing flooding and cutting deep trenches in his field.
· The WRD will invite landowners and effected townships to the March meeting to find a solution. 

Local Ag Solutions
· Joey Allmaras met with the board regarding spraying the drains in 2025.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to hire Local Ag Solutions to spray drains in 2025.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· Patrick Doan- Gateman and Joey Allmaras have offered to build and install 6 permanent and one portable walkway to make it safer when opening and closing gates.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the building and installing of walkways.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· Joey reported that some of the gates need attention.  Larry has ordered gates and stems but they are currently back ordered. 

Bilodeau Township
· The Wells Co Commissioners asked the WRD if they could cost share in replacing a bridge between Sections 4/5-146-68 with three 96” culverts.  After much discussion it was determined that the WRD does not have the funding available and this is a township/county issue. 
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Fessenden Lagoon DWR Permit
· The board reviewed the DWR Application to Construct or Modify a Lagoon for the City of Fessenden.  DWR is requesting we suggest any changes within 45 days.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to send a letter to DWR approving this project because if the lagoon fails, waste water would flow into Drain #1 and would then flow into the James River.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Rocky Run Joint Board Meeting
· The board reviewed the 2024 Minutes.
· Discussion was held regarding the Emergency $12,500 that Chairman of the Rocky Run Joint Board can authorize with out full board approval.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin, that the CHAIRMAN of the Rocky Run Joint Board can authorize $12,500 to be spent for EMERGENCY issues in the lower Rocky Run Creek.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Discussion of the 60 (Wells) /30 (Eddy)/10(Foster) cost share for administration only.
· This split does not apply to projects in the Rocky Run.  Cost share of projects will be determined by the Rocky Run Joint Board. 
· The next Rocky Run Joint Board meeting will be March 13, 2025 at 1:00pm in Eddy County. 

2024 Year End Report
· The board reviewed the 2024-year end report. 
· This report will be sent to the commissioners and reviewed at the March commissioner meeting. 

2025 Salaries for Board, Secretary & Gateman
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to increase the WRD per diem to $200.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to increase the Gateman salary to $35 per hour.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to increase the Secretary/Treasurer salary $100 per month.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The following bills were allowed and ordered paid: 

#6937 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp				1136.30
#6938 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp			              197.30
#6939 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp			  233.70
#6940 VOID
#6941 Devin Long- per diem, mlge & exp				  442.88
#6942 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				            1939.35
#6943 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					3496.50
#6944 Harvey Park Dist.-2025 Commitment				2500.00
#6945 Wells County Treasurer-Ottertail Share			    36.11
					  

Drain Fund
#980 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					4783.50
#981 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power			    70.00

Due to conflicts the next WRD meeting will be Thursday, March 13th at 8:00 


With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:						Attest: 





