


Regular Meeting			January 14, 2025	              	 8:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long and Chad Reimche

Kale Van Bruggen Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Oliver Bromke, Wells County States Attorney was in attendance via video conference.

Brian Miller and Danny (Boone) Maxwell, Wells County Commissioners were also in attendance.

Lydia Gessele was in attendance.

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 AM.  

Open mic – No comments. 

Minutes of the December 10, 2024 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Minutes of the December 11, 2024 meeting were reviewed. Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Hurdsfield Project
· No updates at this time

55th Ave Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
· Kale reported that the appellants brief needed to be filed and served on opposing counsel on or before January 19, 2025.   The WRD will file a brief within 10 days after being served the appellants brief. 
· Oliver Bromke reported that he is waiting to see what the Civil judgement will be before he moves forward with the criminal complaint. 

Darvin Haux v Jeff Mertz Complaint
· The board reviewed complaint from Darvin Haux for the E2 of 33 and the W2 of 33-147-72.  Darvin states that a landowner has 3 culverts that are draining onto him causing damage.  
· Jeff Mertz presented information to the board showing the water flow and stated that he has only cleaned out the channel and that no new culverts have been installed.
· Darvin would like the board to inspect this area in the spring.  ND Century Code states WRD must act on complaints within 120 days.  Darvin agreed to waive the 120 days so the board could look at the area in April (weather dependent) and give a report at the May meeting.   
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to have Darvin sign a letter giving the WRD the time extension.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Gary Heintz v ? Complaint
1. The board reviewed the complaint from Gary Heintz claiming someone has lowered a natural undisturbed drain in the NW4 of 34-146-72 that will add water to Hurdsfield Lake.  
1. Kyle Hart reported to the board that channel that was opened to release water to save a Chaseley Township road has been closed as good as it can be this time of year.  All the dirt is frozen.   This was completed at the end of December, 2024.
1. Kale reported that a permit is needed from the DWR to drain water if the watershed area is greater than 80 acres, unless the drainage is maintenance which is exempt from permit requirements.  Hart indicated that Chaseley Township will fill out the permit and submit it to DWR. 
1. Kale asked Gary Heintz if he has had a chance to see the area since the Township closed the natural drain and whether Heintz felt that the alleged noncomplying drain had been adequately closed. Gary Heintz said that he could not say whether the drain was adequately closed. 
1. Brian made the motion, seconded by Chad to table this issue until March (weather dependent) to inspect the area.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

SB 2372 and Upcoming Legislation
· Kale reported on the proposed amendments and resolutions regarding water policies.
· Larry and Kale will be attending the meetings and providing testimony. 

· Wells County Commission/WRD Culvert Policy
· Wells County updated the county culvert policy.
· The Commissioners have not signed the Wells County WRD Culvert policy.  The policy will be sent to the auditor again for the commissioners to review and sign at their February meeting. 

Reorganize the Board for 2025
· Larry turned the meeting over to Vice Chairman Tom.  
· Tom called for nominations for Chairman.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to nominate Larry for Chairman.  With no other nominations, all voting aye, motion carried.
· Tom turned the meeting back over to Larry.
· Larry called for nominations for Vice Chairman. Chad nominated Tom, seconded by Bryon.  With no other nominations, all voting aye, motion carried.
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to have Tammy continue as Secretary/Treasurer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

2025 Salaries for Board, Secretary & Gateman
· Tabled until February.
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Transfer of Funds
Tammy requested the authority to cash in the CD with funds to be transferred to the General and Drain Fund.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to transfer the funds.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Houchin Tax Service.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Pat Biel Trucking.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Pat Biel Trucking.  Chad made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The following bills were allowed and ordered paid: 

#6926 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp				1238.45
#6927 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp			              174.21
#6928 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp			  956.46
#6929 Devin Long- per diem, mlge & exp				  539.44
#6930 Chad Reimche-per diem, mlge & exp				  362.43
#6931 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				            1847.00
#6932 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services		            1420.50
#6933 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					2416.00
#6934 Houchin Tax Service- Office Exp				  100.00
#6935 Wells Co Treas-Ottertail share					    40.96
#6936 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services			1518.00

Drain Fund
#974 Apex Engineering-Engineering Fees			            1580.50
#975 VOID
#976 Pat Biel Trucking-Culvert/gravel				2559.23
#977 Schimelfenig Const.-Culvert/channel cleanout		         42,062.50
#978 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					9814.00
#979 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power			    68.00

With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:						Attest: 




