


Special Meeting			March 13, 2025	              	 8:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long and Chad Reimche

Kale Van Bruggen Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Cheryl Ryan was in attendance to record the meeting

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 AM.  

Open mic – No comments. 

Minutes of the February 11, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Minutes of the March 4, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.


Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas reviewed the year-end report that will be sent to Peter Wax at the ND Department of Environmental Quality.
· The pumps ran for 42 days in 2024 and pumped 97,000 gallons of water.

55th Ave Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
· It was filed with the court on January 27th and Judge Hovey will offer a decision in 60-90 days. 

Gary Heintz v ? Complaint
· The board reviewed the complaint from Gary Heintz claiming someone has lowered a natural undisturbed drain by digging a trench in the NW4 of 34-146-72 that will add water to Hurdsfield Lake.  
· Larry took photos of the area on March 11, 2025 and the trench has been closed. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk192839983]The board reviewed with Kale the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & Order.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to sign the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & Order.    All voting aye, motion carried. 

SB 2372 (2023) SB 2276 (2025) and Upcoming Legislation
· Kale reported on the proposed amendments and resolutions regarding water policies.
· Kale reported on legislation that would require WRD to join Watershed Districts. The WRD is not in favor of this.
· Many of the bills affecting WRD’s have failed in committee.
· Kale will continue to monitor the legislative session.  





Dennis Loewen v Michael Rexin Complaint
· Dennis Loewen and Jerry Loewen met with the board regarding drainage onto their land in S2-3-144-69 (Stutsman Co) from Sections 34/35-145-69 (Johnson Twp-Wells Co) and causing flooding and cutting deep trenches in his field.
· Dennis Loewen and Jerry Loewen, Jon Polries, and Mike Rexin met with the board to discuss options to remove water in this area.
· Kale reviewed the pros and cons of an assessed drain and a private drain. 
· The board encouraged the landowners to discuss their options and meet with an engineer for a cost estimate.
· Dennis Loewen signed an agreement to dismiss the complaint against Mike Rexin and to continue to work with surrounding landowners to find a solution.  

County Highway 6-Section 28/33 Cleanout
· Brent Keller, Road Foreman met with the board regarding cleaning out the ditch between 28/33 149-68
· It was determined that this is the county right of way and it is a county issue. 

2025 Culvert Replacement
· The board needs to update the 3 year plan for culvert replacement.

Rocky Run Joint WRD 
· The Rocky Run Joint WRD board meeting will be held today at the Eddy County Courthouse. 
· Discussion on the $12,500 Emergency Contingency Fund was held.
· Foster County WRD has raised their share to $7000.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to raise the Wells County share to $7000.  These funds will be spent for an EMERGENY with approval from a special meeting of the Joint Board.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
· Discussion was held regarding the 60/30/10 split.  This is for administration only. 


The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from In-Situ  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from the Wells County Recorder.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:

#6946 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp 			$422.60
#6947 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp		  233.70
#6948 Devin Long- per diem, mlge & exp			  405.80
#6949 Chad Reimche-per diem, mlge & exp			  408.60		  
#6950 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp			  619.90
#6951 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				1939.35
#6952 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services	            1301.00
#6953 NDTC- Phone/prepay					  250.00
#6954 Wells County Recorder-Maps		  		    30.00
#6955 Wells County Treasurer-Ottertail share		    35.17
 
Drain Fund
#983 1st International Bank-Loan Pymt		         41,960.95
#984 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services	              414.00
#985 In-Situ- Hurdsfield Monitoring				 264.00
#986 Northern Plains Electric- Hurdsfield Power		   69.00



With no further business, meeting adjourned.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Approved:						Attest



