


[bookmark: _GoBack]Special Meeting				May 23, 2025				7:00 AM
Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long and Chad Reimche.
[bookmark: _Hlk198881825]Present via video conferencing: Kale Van Bruggen and Alex Mastellar-Rinke-Noonan and Brian  Schmidt-Smith & Porsborg -NDIRF Attorney
55th Ave NE Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
The WRD attorney, Kale Van Bruggen advised the WRD to go into executive session to receive and discuss legal consultation regarding potential litigation over the crossings.  The legal authority for closing this portion of the meeting is North Dakota Century Code sections 44-04-19.1(2) & (5).  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to discuss this topic in Executive Session authorizing Kale Van Bruggen, Alex Mastellar-Rinke-Nonnan and Brian Schmidt- Smith & Porsborg -NDIRF Attorney and Tammy Roehrich, WRD Secretary to also attend the executive session.
  Motion carried by Roll Call Vote. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk169007637]Roll Call Vote: 
· Skiftun-YES
· Deede-YES
· Brynjulson-YES 
· Long-YES
· Reimche-YES

The Executive Session of the Wells County Water Resource District began at 7:03AM and was attended by: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long, Chad Reimche, Tammy Roehrich, WRD Secretary and Attorney Kale Van Bruggen, and Attorney Alex Mastellar with Rinke-Noonan. Also, Brian Schmidt- Smith & Porsborg -NDIRF Attorney.

Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to exit Executive Session of the Wells County Water Resource District at 7:04 AM due to technical difficulties recording the executive session.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

Kale Van Bruggen, Alex Mastellar and Brian Schmidt reviewed with the board the ruling on the 55th Ave Crossing in Fairville Township. 

The board reviewed the options going forward including appealing the ruling.  The cost to appeal this ruling to the ND Supreme Court is approximately $10,000-$15,000.  After much discussion, Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to appeal this decision to the ND Supreme Court due to the effect it could have on all the drains in Wells County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to request Apex Engineering request a Stream Crossing Standard study from the ND DWR on the 55th Ave Crossing.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board requested Brian Schmidt reach out to the Fairville Township attorney regarding this ruling and request that the township not remove the culverts.  

With no further business, meeting adjourned.

Approved:								Attest:








